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SHOULDER PRESENTATION—VER- | 
SION IN THE POSITION ON 
THE KNEES AND 
BREAST. 

By A. W. Lueck, M. D. 

Of Mayville, Wis. 

In the Amer. Journal of the Med. Sciences 
for April, 1866, Dr. C. C. Hildreth, of Zanes- 


ville, Ohio, calls attention to the facility of 
performing version in the above-named posi- 
tion. He says: “ That it will be found deci- 
dedly the best position for this operation I 
am well convinced, and for the following rea- 


sons: Ist. We have the force of gravity to 
aid us. The weight of the child naturally 
drags the presenting part from the os uteri or 
pelvic cavity, and by so much relieves the im- 
paction. 2d. The woman cannot, in this po- 
sition, to any extent exert her voluntary 
muscles in bearing down. 3d. We get rid, in 
a great measure, cf the superimposed weight 
of the abdominal viscera, and the resistance 
offered by the promontory of the sacrum, 
should any part of the child be impacted he- 
low it (as it happened to be in our case). 
4th. The liquor amnii is much more certain 
io be retained until we accomplish the ver- 
sion. 5th. The uterus, with its contents, re- 
cedes from the spine, and by force of gravity 
tends to relax the abdominal muscles, and 
hence favors our manipulations.’’ The sound- 
ness of the above remarks we had occasion to 
test a short time ago. 

On the morning of May 17th, 1870, we were 
called to Mrs. G., a German woman, of small 
stature, though stout built, aged 35 years. We 
found her in labor with her sixth child, and 
learned the following history: The birth of 


| the previous five children had been real easy ; 
| however, she never had known the water to 
| break; so yesterday, at 11 o’clock, A. M., 

| while tending to her household duties, she all 
at once noticed a splashing of water from her 

| person. Being much frightened, and not 
knowing what to make of it, she called in a 
neighboring woman, who told her that this 
was the rupture of the “ waters,” and that she 
would be confined soon. During nights, labor 
pain set in, and became quite severe during the 
latter part of it. On examination, we found 
the left hand of the child reaching out of the 
vulva as far as it possibly could. Closer ex- 
amination revealed the face of the child in the 
right iliac fossa, and the shoulder joint far 
down in the lower strait. The contractions of 
the uterus were still very strong. What was 
to be done? VeErRsION! ! But how to per- 
form it, after the liquor amnii had been drained 
off for nearly 24 hours, and the uterus had for- 
cibly contracted for over 12 hours? We first 
tried to turn in the usual position : the patient 
on her back, at the edge of the bed, &c. But 
we found the child so wedged in between the 
bones of the pelvis, that it was impossible to 
introduce our hand into the cavity of the ute- 
rus. We then happily remembered the sug- 
gestions of Dr. Hildreth, and changed the po- 
sition of our patient into that of the breast 
and knees. We were really surprised how ea- 
sily we now could introduce our hand, and by 
gentle manipulations, we readily lifted the 
child out of the pelvis. The feet were com- 
paritively easy found, but the turning was not 
so easy, because the uterus seemed to be 
wrapped around the child as tightly, as a band- 
age around a broken limb. However, we suc- 
ceeded after a little while with the operation, 
so that after three-fourths of an hour since our 
arrival, thebabe was born. It was dead, and 
had evidently been so for several hours. 
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Our patient stood the operation very well, 
but when it was ended, she complained of chil- 
liness, and became cold and almost pulseless. 
Stimulants were liberally administrated, but it 
was not till after five hours that reaction fully 
took place. We now repented not having 
given her an anesthetic before version; the 
shock would certainly have been less, and the 
operation might perhaps have been facilitated 
by it (that is, if the uterus relaxes under the 
influence of an anesthetic). For us, this case 
has another point of interest, and we will 
point it out here, in order to save a fellow 
brother from a similar blunder. Before com- 
mencing any obstetrical operation we always 
ascertain how long since bladder and rectum 
have been emptied, and when this has not 
been done shortly, we relieve them. So in 
this case we, did not forget to make the inqui- 
ry. The answer was: “I have just passed 
water a little before your arrival.” We took 
this for “‘legal tender’’—which we ought not 
to have done—and did not introduce the 
catheter. While turning, we noticed all at 
once the emptying of the bladder of about six 
ounces of urine. We now thought of nothing 
less then of having caused a rupture of this 
orgau, and thus having produced a vesico- 
vaginal fistula. Happily we were mistaken. 
Our patient is well, out of bed, and perfectly 
“sound.” However, this occurrence has im- 
pressed us so deeply, that we will never trust 
any patient’s statement, but will see for our 
selves. 





MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


MINUTES OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF 
THE STATE OF PENN’A. 


( Continued from page 521.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The body assembled again at 4 o'clock. 

On motion of Dr. Atkinson, Drs. H. I’. Askew 
and L. P. Bush, of Delaware, who were present, 
were invited to seats with the Society. 

On motion of Dr. Curwen, it was resolved that 
in the future a business committee of three be ap- 
pointed, to whom all matters shall be referred be- 


fore being brought before the Society for action. | 


Committee, Drs. Curwen, Green, and J. L. Atlee. 


Dr. Cummiskey offered the following amendment | 


to the By-Laws: Art. 2, Sec. 2, after Committee of 
Publication, add “to prepare from the reports of 
the County Societies a statistical State report, which 


Medical 





[| Vol. xxii. 


shall present in brief and together all the points of 
interest contained in said reports, and that the com- 
mittee shall have discretionary power to publish or 
not, any or all of the papers referred to it, excepting 
only those recommended by the standing commit- 
tee.” 

Dr. Mayburry having objected, it laid over. 

Dr. Atlee then called up for the consideration of 
the body the order of the day, namely, the resolu- 
tions relating to the female college. 

The reading of the rules and regulations of the 


Societies. 


State Medical Society bearing on the question was 


called for, and the same were read. 

The report of the Committee on Nominations 
was then received. The following nominations 
were annouuced for officers for the ensuing year: 
President, Samuel D. Gross; Vice Presidents, 
Joseph Parrish, of Delaware; Wm. R. De Witt, of 
Dauphin; Thos. A. Hull, of Columbia and Mon- 
tour, and George D. Bruce, of Allegheny: Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Lawrence Turnbull, of Phila- 
deiphia; Permanent Secretary, Wm. B. Atkinson, 
of Philadelphia; Recording Secretary, J. M. Me- 
Vicker, of Lycoming; Treasurer, Wm. Mayburry, 
of Philadelphia. Place and time of meeting, Wil- 
liauxsport, the second Tuesday of June, i871. 

The report was then received, and the committee 
discharged. 

Dr. Stetler then called for the reading of the 
resolutions of 1868, bearing upon the subject of 
Dr. Atilee’s resolutions, and for all other informa- 
tion upon the subject. 

On motion, it was agreed that no one should 
speak longer than ten minutes at one time, or more 
than twice. 

Dr. Mayburry spoke in tavor of the immediate 
settlement of ithe question. The question had been 
settled time and again, but it seems as if the agita- 
tors of the subject were not yet content, but must 
bring it up again. The resolutions offered by Dr. 
Atlee have, in substance, been voted down before 
at various times. These gentlemen will not be 
satisfied, it makes no differenc? how often we affirm 
or reaftirm our position on this mixing of female 
doctors with regular physicians. They won't be 
satisfied with what passed at Pittsburg, and was 
brought up again at Harrisburg, and now is brought 
up bere again. 

Dr. Hamilton, of this city, said: I am very sorry 
that this matter has not been passed upon just as 
plainly as it was in the remarks of the gentleman 
who made the introductory yesterday [Dr. Meigs}. 
I was in hopes the whole matter would be passed. 
I have heard with pleasure the remarks of the meme- 
ber of the Philadelphia County Medical Society. I 
do not accuse the gentleman who introduced this 
paper of wilful slander of the Philadelpiia County 
Medical Society. [ft amounts to it. {tis detract 
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tion. I know he is humble and honorable, but he 
is impulsive and ardent on this subject, and I think 
sometimes he is a little offensive. Now, as to the 
action of the Philadelphia County Medical Society, 
I think I understand it. 
the society. The resolution was passed by that 
county society, I do not know how many years it is 
since, in reference to this matter of female practi- 
tioners. The county suciety did pass such a resolu- 
tion, and they passed it by a very large majority 
indeed. I think it was nearly unanimous. Now, 
it has been asserted in reference to the female col- 
lege, that they possess a permanent meinbership, and 
that they give (this is stated by Dr. Atlee) a course 
of culture of the highest possibie description, a cul- 
ture equal to what one school of Paris can give, an 
education equal to that to be attained at Vienna 
and Berlin. 

Dr. Atlee—I did not compare them with any in- 
stitution of foreign countries. The institutions rec- 
cognized by that society are those that we recog- 
nize. 

Dr. Hamilton—The words were “highest cul- 
ture possible”—a general expression. 

Dr. Atlee—It don’t refer to the persons associa- 
ted with the college, persons who are refused con- 
sultation by this society. I still reiterate, I hope the 
gentlemen will use my expression. 

Dr. Hamilton—I wish to do so. 

The reading of the preceding action in reference 
to this matter was not agreed to. 

Dr. Hamilton then proceeded as follows : 


Mk. PRESIDENT: I was about to state how it 
was that at this time this female college could have 
attained to such proficiency. It is but a few years 
ago, well known to Philadelphians, when they might 
be looked upon as a shame and a disgaace as a med- 
ical college. I am convined that two or three 
more of the “irregular” colleges have more 
information in them. How it has changed in so 
short atime I donot know. I am very well ac- 
guainted with some of the professors. I do not know 
more than two or three of them who can be said to 
be persons of sufficient information to occupy chairs 
of that description. One alone may be admitted to 
be an eminent man, and you all, I presume, know 
to whom I allude. 

There are others whom I presume are no_ better 
than they were many years ago. Now I wish to 
state, notwithstanding the declaration in reference 
to the high qualifications of this female medical col- 
lege, that I have not long ago met with two orthree 
prescriptions, written partly in Latin, partly in En- 
glish, and partly in a Latin that I presume she un- 
derstood, but no Latin scholar could understand. 
This was written by a female practitioner of great 
celebrity in this city. Now itis only a very short time 
since I saw another prescription by one of the fe_ 
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male professors ; it was in the same condition. I 
do not see how it was possible that this college 
could have acquired such a celebrity in so short a 
time. The speaker continued at length in the same 
vein, and was followed by 

Dr. Parrish, of Delaware, who spoke as follows: 

The gentleman who has just declared himself, 
sir, speaks as though there were no other society than 
the Philadelphia County Medical Society. There is a 
constituency, and a very large constituency, repr e- 
represented here from the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, and in our little homely county society, 
sir, this question has not assumed the importance e 
and magnitude that it has in the Philadelphia Medi- 
cal County Society. We do not propose in our lit™ 
tle organizations, and in our little country homes» 
to be influenced, much less to be controlled, by reso- 
lutions passed by the Philadelphia County Medi- 
cal Society. [Applause.} We assure you, sir, that 
the question of female doctors is a settled question 
with which we have nothing to do; it does not be- 
long to the county societies anywhere, nor does it 
belong to this society to determine what colleges 
throughout the country are to be recognized as le- 
legitimate or illegitimate. The American Medical 
Association, of which most of us perhaps are mem- 
bers, has issued a code of ethics which all of us in 
our societies recognize as sound, and as the only 
sufficient rule of our faith and practice, so far as pro- 
fessional intercourse with each other and the com- 
munity is concerned, and if the Philadelphia County 
Medical Society chooses to adopt another code, or 
impose upon its members restrictions which that 
society does not impose, it is for that society to at- 
tend to their own affairs. [Applause.] 

Now, sir, I appeal to the country gentlemen who 
have come here from the hills and the valleys of this 
Commonwealth to know whether we, upon the 
principle of common sense and common probity, in 
our intercourse with each other, are to be shackled 
and manacled by this sort of restriction which the 
profession all over this continent do not recognize. 
The Pharmaceutical Association at Washington, 
representing all portions of the country, recieved 
delegates from the Women’s Medical College. And 
is Dr. Stillé, the president of the American Medical 
Association, and professor in the University, and 
physician to the Women’s College, to be ignored by 
us? And are you and I not to be permitted to con- 
sult with him, where his advice may be necessary, 
because he has committed this unpardonable sin of 
doing something that the Philadelphia County Med- 
ical Society thought he ought not to do? Now, there 
is a sentiment which is higher than the sentiment 
of this society—it is the publicsentiment. There is 
a law which is higher than the law of this society 
—it is the law of right [applause], and of common 
honesty, and common probity among men, in and 
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among women. Now the question of women doc- 
tors is not the question for us to settle. But there 
will never be many women physicians in the world. 
The functions of a mother, and that of a practition- 
er, especially in the country where we live, are not 
exactly compatible ; but it is an inevitable fact that 
there are women who enter it as students, and that 
these students graduate, and that they graduate un- 
der the same auspices as those under which you 
and I graduated, and that they are in the profession 
as practitioners ; and the question comes down to 
us, as members of this society, whether we shall di- 
vorce ourselves from association with the pro- 
fession everywhere else for the sake of gratifying 
the prejudice, to say the least of it, against women 
doctors. Now, let the women practice, sir, and if 
you do not choose to consult with them, do not; 
but if I choose todo so let me do it. But whether 
you pass a law that I shall do it or not do it, I will, 
if I choose, and that is the sentiment of the profes- 
sion everywhere. [Loud and long-continued ap- 
plause]. There is nolaw that you can make, there 
is no law that this society can adopt, that wili pre- 
vent the instincts of our common nature from hay- 
ing play ; there is no legislation in which you can 
engage, there is no legislation which we can adopt, 
which will cripple the common sense of the people 
of the country and the common sense of the profes- 
sion. Do the instincts of our gentlemanly deport- 
ment and character as men and medical gentlemen 
require of us, when a practitioner of medicine, be 
he a man, or be she a woman, comes to us with 
proper credentials, and asks our advice and assist- 
ance over a case of infirmity, sickness and proba- 
ble death, to fold our arms, with all the dignity that 
we receive from this body, and let them go by the 
board, and say we will have nothing to do with 
them because they are women ? To say the least 
of it, it is undignified, ungentlemanly, and unbe- 
coming to our high and honorable profession. [Ap- 
plause]. 

Now, do not understand me to be here as advo- 
cating women doctors. I deny women doctors. I 
am here as a physician—a member of this society. 
I find my rights infringed upon. In an association 
of which I am a member, and in the college of phy- 
sicians of which I am a member, I find myself at 
liberty to decide who shall be our companions, 
eounsellors and friends; but when I come here, sir, 
I am humiliated with the thought that in my na- 
tive State, and under the shadow of these walls 
where my father presided, amid his compeers and 
associates, honored and dignified members of the | 
profession in this city—I should craw] at the feet of | 
a wretched prejudice, and become a slave to it, and 
dishonor my manhood, and say i submit to any 
such requisition. In addition to what has been said, 

am of the opinion that this matter of the duties of 
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the delegates and permanent members of the asso- 
ciation outside of the Philadelphia County Medical 
Society have nothing to do with the question. Let 
them settle this thing among themselves. 

Dr. Bell then said: I am competent to judge for 
myself. Ican pursue what course I deem best. I 
suppose that some are opposed to woman’s rights, 
But we, who are opposed to this doctrine, are their 
true friends, their loving, conscientious, sensitive 
friends. We want to protect their innate modesty 
and reserve from all indelicate and improper contact, 
and give them full justice. We all admire the ex- 
hibition of female talent in the arts and sciences, 
in the matter of history, and in all departments; 
but these ladies have been prevented from attending 
to their home duties, and their family occupations 
as mothers and wives. Women now are not satis- 
fied as in former periods. They must run and ask 
for suffrage, and all the annoyances which must be 
expected from such associations. I have myself 
heard in early life of a woman who was a soldier in 
the French army. . The Emperor of the French did 
not think it best, on the strength of that, to enlist 
women inthe army. That would have been some- 
thing to the purpose. 

The resolution appeals to our fears, but our rea- 
sons, I think; would be the thing to touch in 
opposing these women doctors. I mean on physio- 
logical grounds, and on the ground of their sexuali- 
ty. Their only chance of success will be in making 
a vow of celibacy, fur otherwise, if a woman be 
married, how can she be an active-member and a 
practitioner in the state of pergnancy? How would 
she be in the parturient state—what asa nurse to 
her ownchild? If she leaves her home early in 
the morning, what nourishment would her child 
draw from her breast ? It would necessarily be poi- 
son. She comes back wearied, worn, and jaded by 
all the scenes of practice. No, I say they should 
stay at home and attend to their chamber matters. 

Dr. John L. Atlee, of Lancaster next spoke, and 
said: I had made up my mird not to say a single 
word upon this subject, but it seems to me, sir, that 
a great deal that has been said upon this subject is 
wide of the mark. It is not taking the question up 
on its true merits. I will say when the code ofeth- 
ics was prepared nobody thought there would be a 
female medicai college, and that is one reason why 
the male sex were only included in it. The grounds 
upon which we refused to acknowledge the 
standing of the female graduates was based upon 
the irregularity of the female college when it was 
first established. They had a faculty, some mem- 
bers of which were not in good standing generally 
with the profession. 

But what is the position of things now, for we 
live in an age of progress, and we cannot ignore it ? 
We must adinit it, and the state of things is exactly 
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this : Here is an institution which the gentlemen 
opposed to this queation cannot deny as regularly 
organized. It has a regular corps of professors, it 
gives clinical instruction, it requires a three years 
course of study, it requires all the rules and regu- 
lations to be complied with that are recognized in’ 
any of our colleges, and which are recognized by the 
American Medical Association. 

Now, sir, can we deny them the rights and privi- 
leges of the profession, and exclude them from con- 
sultation and advice ? Shall I refuse my assistance 
to a young lady who has been regularly and hon- 
orably educated? Shall we refuse the benefit of 
our experience to her? It is inhuman ; it is not in 
accord with a liberal profession at all. [Applause.] 
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I have had my feelings most painfully wounded be- 
cause I wished to live up to the code of ethics. I 
was called some time ago to visit a very sick child— | 
acase of cholera infantum of a very aggravated char- 
acter, by a lady whom I believe is as intelligent as 
most of the graduates of the school. I said to her, 
“ Madame, I am very sorry I cannot consult with 
you.” She said, ‘I know you cannot, Doctor.” 
“If you will put the case into my hands I will take 
charge of it.” The child was very ill, and it was a 
case of great responsibility. She cheerfully resigned 
the case into my hands. But are we to place them 
in that position? Is it right? Let us deal equal 
and exact justice to all, without regard to color. 
[ Applause. ] 

The debate was further continued at some 
length by Drs. Hamilton, Mayburry and Corson, of 
this city, and Dr. Heysham, of Delaware county. 
Our space will not permit of an extended report of 
this debate, which is, in addition, of but little inter- 
est, as containing merely in a new form the argu- 
ments and sentiments as expressed by the gentlemen 
whom we have reported nearly in full. The so- 
ciety then adjourned to meet Friday at ten o’clock. 

COLLATION AND LECTURE. 

In the evening, at the University of Pennsylvania, 
the various delegates partook of a fine collation in 
the hall of the Department of Arts. A large num- 
ber of ladies were also present, rendering the scene 
one of mutual enjoyment and pleasant social inter- 
course. An excellent orchestra, stationed at one of 
the windows of the Medical Department, also ren- 
dered some fine music. 

After the collation, the large number of gentlemen 
and ladies present were treated to an exhibition of | 
electrical, magnetic and other experiments, by 
Professor R. E. Rogers, who was assisted upon this | 
occasion by Dr. George M. Ward. The experiments | 
were of the most brilliant character, and elicited in | 
their exhibition warm applause from the spectators 
present, 

THIRD DAY. 





The society reassembled at ten o'clock Friday, | 


| instruction was of an irregular character. 
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June 10, the President, Dr. Wallace, in the chair. 

The President of the Schuylkill Medical Society, 
Dr. James S. Carpenter, rose to a personal explana- 
tion in regard to areport in a morning paper that 
the members of the society had been tampered 
with. He denied the statement. 


The President refused to hear any debate upon 
the subject. 

Reports from county societies were called for, 
and presented from Erie, Philadelphia, Columbia 
and Montour, Fayette, Cambria, Greene, Dauphin, 
Allegheny, &c. 

The reading of the minutes was, on motion, dis- 
pensed with. 

Dr. Green, from the Standing Committee, re- 
ported progress, and asked for an extension of time, 
which was, on motion, granted. 

The society then proceeded to the discussion of 
Dr. Atlee’s resolutions, offered in the morning’s 
proceedings of the previous day’s session. 

On motion, Dr. John Curwen was invited to 
read a communication on the subject of insanity at 
twelve o'clock. 

The following preamble and 
offered by Dr. Hiram Nye : 

WHEREAS, The question of admitting women to 
membership in the society, with all its resulting 
privileges, on the standard of equality, continues to 
be a source of fruitless discussion, without hope of 
arriving at a conclusion satisfactory to all; there- 
fore 

Resolved, That everything pertaining to the said 
question be stricken from the entire transactions of 
the State Medical Society, and that the resolution 
before the society be laid upon the table. 

Upon objections being made by Drs. Mayburry 
and Nebinger the resolution was withdrawn. 

The following substitute for Dr. Atlee’s resolu- 
tion was offered by Dr. Parrish : 

WHEREAS, The College of Physicians, of Phila- 
delphia, and the American Medical Association, 
acknowledge a common code of ethics as the stand- 
ard of intercourse between members of the medical 
profession and the community ; and 

WHEREAS, The said code is generally received as 
the sufficient rule of professional conduct by most 
of the county societies of this State, as well as by 
the profession at large; therefore 

Resolved, That all action of this society, which 
has imposed upon its members restrictions that are 
not required by the common code, which is ac- 
knowledged by the entire medical profession of the 
continent is, in our opinion, unwise and unnecessary, 
and all such action is hereby repealed. 


resolution was 


Dr. Cummiskey moved to lay the substitute upon 
the table. Lost. 

Dr. Corson rose to explain a remark made at the 
close of the previous day’s proceedings. He had 
then stated that there were two colleges for the 
medical education of women, in one of which the 
This was 
rot to be construed as applying to the Female Med- 
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ical College, which was now applying for recognition 
from this society. 

The question then came up upon the substitute 
of Dr. Parrish, and it was declared carried by a 
small majority. 

Dr. Mayburry called for the yeas and nays. 

Dr. Jno. L. Atlee, of Lancaster, objected to the call 
as unparliamentary, and some discussion followed 
upon the point of order raised, which was finally 
declared by the chair to be not sustained. 


The yeas and nays were then taken, and the vote | 


announced as follows: yeas 57, nays 55. 


The resolutions of Dr. Atlee accordingly fell, and | 
the question upon the adoption of Dr. Varrish’s | 


substitute again came up. 


The following amendment was offered by Dr. | 


Whiteman : 


Resolved, That the substitute offered by Dr. | 


Parrish be referred to the several county medical 
societies, with instruction to report thereon at the 
next meeting of the society, 


Dr. Corson spoke in opposition to the reference 
contemplated by Dr. Whiteman’s resolution. We 
want a vote on Dr. Parrish’s substitute, and thus 
decide the question at once. Such a reference 
would fail, as it had before, and the various counties 
would neglect to pass judgment on the matter. 

Dr. Parrish declared his intention of pressing his 
substitute to a final vote. The amendment of Dr. 
Whiteman was essentially an act of cowardice and 
an evasion of the issue. 

The question was then taken upon Dr. White- 
man’s amendment, which was lost. 

The question was then upon the final adopticn of 
Dr. Parrish’s substitute. 

Dr. Gross then spoke as follows: The question 
upon the subject of the admission of woman 
doctors makes its appearance like an_ inter- 
mittent fever. I am not quite certain whether I 
amamale doctor or a female doctor. It seems 
that the world is upset. The natural order of 
things is subverted, and women seem to be aping 
the characte> of men and men that of women, Poli- 
ticians and strong minded women are at the root of 
this movement. [Mingled applause and _hisses,]} 
It is for their own selfish purposes that they urge 
this matter, and not for the good of the com- 
munity or any body else. The Sorosis is working 
through the country seeking to push their sisters 
into the walks of life which naturally belongs to 
man. The result is a degradation of morals and 
religion, and everything else which we hold dear. 
[Loud applause mingled with hisses.] 

Woman was taken from the side.of Adam to show 
that her duty and promise was to lean upon man 
for time tocome. Woman is the last, the most 
perfect crea‘icn. I worship heras I worship deity 
itself. But when she dgraces herself and falls 
from the purpose of her creation, I pity her, and 
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that isall. Now, what isthe need of a woman’s 

college ? And who are the teachers in this college? 
| A number of them are male teachers. I respect 
| them as gentlemen, but I pity the motive which 
| makes them in act this position. I have no objections 
| to women studying medicine, but I feel she has de- 
| parted from her proper sphere. Let herdo as she 
pleases, but I would limit her to the practice of 
midwifery and the diseases of woman. When she 
goes beyond this she becomes a general practitioner. 
But has she intellect enough to penetrate the deep 
things of the higher departments of medicine? She 
is a delicate being, not designed to occupy such a 
position. She cannot meet the duties required of 
| her as a full practitioner. 


The questions before this body are two. One of 
| them is substantially settled. Ihave a list of the 
faculty of the Female Medical College, comprising 
gentlemen with whom we are all acquainted. The 
| question of consultation with women is therefore 
| practically settled in this city. Soit is in New 
York. These gentlemen consult with women con- 
| trary to the rules of their societies. Why do they 
| not resign, or why are they not expelled? [Ap- 
plause.] They wish to be enshrined with the char- 
acter of martyrs. But we do not wish by expelling 
them to place them in a position so designed to 
excite sympathy. So we are in this anomalous 
position in regard to these gentlemen. Now, if I 
belonged to a society whose rules and regulations I 
had violated in this manner, I would have sufficient 
self-respect to withdraw from it. [Applause.] 


| Wemust either ignore these gentlemen or en- 
dorse them, one or the other, If we let things go 
on as they are we must endorse them; if we expel 
them, we thus manifest our opposition. We meet 
many of these gentlemen every day on an equal 
footing, and thereby virtually acknowledge them 
and their course. I have not the slightest objection 
when they are thoroughly and capably qualified. 
The Woman’s College is a recent institution, and 
founded on quackery. It has established nv pres- 
tige or produced no great works in the way of 
scientific or literary contributions to medical pro- 
| 





| 





gress. When we find that these women are edu- 
cated properly, the question of their admission will 
properly come up. Reference was made yesterday 
| to Madames La Chapelle and Boivin, in France, in 
| my comparison with the female practitioners in this 
| country. They were great women, indeed, but 
' merely midwives, and not general practitioners. 
| The Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson College 
stated that while in Paris he inquired about the 
| status of female practitioners in that metropolis of 
| the world, and he was told by a celebrated professor 
that in his observation a class of them were abor- 
tionists, In reference to mixed clinics, the sitting 
of men and women inthe same room, witnessing 
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the same operation and procedures without one 
blush at the sacrifice of womanly modesty and de- 
cency, which we all so much admire, is a matter of 
great humiliation tome. I was present at an am- 
putation of the hip joint at the Philadelphia Hospi- 
tal. There were 400 men present, and among them 
sat nine young women, witnessing without a blush 
the exposure of the person, and spectators of an 
operation which they would never be called upon 
to perform. It was a prurient and itching curiosity 
which called them there—nothing else. In another 
clinic a man was introduced in a nude state, covered 
with syphilitic sores, and the young women present | 
witnessed it again without a single blush. 

We are living in an age of progress. We, on 
this side, are regarded as “old fogies.” I appeal to 
the gentlemen if I have not always been in favor 
of progress. [Applause?. Certainly it is an age of 
progress, as is a railroad locomotive in a state of 
progress when it runs off the track, which can 
scarcely be called an improvement, although it is 
progress. So the tendencies of this Sorosis and its 
offshoot, this female doctor business, exhibit pro- 
gress, but progress downwards and to the destruc- 
tion of the best qualities of, women and of the 
social fabric. 

Now, in regard to the colored man. I love the 
colored man, and I sympathized with him in bond- | 
age. But allow me to say, in passing, that his mas- 
ters, to my knowledge, always treated him well. I 
lived in aslave State for many years, and never 
saw but two or three cases of cruelty. ‘The negro 
is now studying medicine. A delegate said yester- 
day that he would glory in associating with him. 
So we must some day. We must look the thing in 
the face, black as it may be. [Laughter and ap- 
plause]. 

But the agitation of this subject is by men who 
have a political interest in the matter, men who do 
not love the negro half as much as I do, men who 
would sacrifice the white man and the white wo- | 
man in behalf of the negro. [Applause.] What | 
has the negro done to entitle him to recognition by | 
the medical societies? Has he shown any capa- | 








bility for scientific attainment ? Has he contributed 
anything to medical science? He has not. He is 
merely pushed forward, as I said, by politicians 
whom I hate and despise. It is time enough for 
them to ask for admission when they have made 
some progress. 

Dr. W. H. Bradley, of Bloomsburg, objected to | 
to the introduction of a political subject, but was | 
hissed and stamped down. 

Dr. Gross then concluded amidst immense ap- 
plause. 

Dr. Atlee, of Lancaster, did no: wish to be placed 
in a false position, as he had been by the preceding 
speaker. I agree with Dr. Gross in the arguments | 
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which he has advanced, but the question of the 
eligibility of the female is not the one before us, 
The question is, shall the alumni of a medical col- 
lege regularly established, like this, be placed on an 
equality with all the quacks and irregular practi- 
tioners of the country? ‘The gentleman has talked 
wide of the mark. The true question is: shall we 
ignore the alumni of a regularly organized college? 
The female practitioners have no government. No 
wonder they became abortionists. I claim that it 
is right and expedient that we should receive these 
women among us, and give them the benefits of 
an organization. Consult with their alumni as you 
Give them a char- 
acter in the community. Are the gentlemen prac- 
titioners afraid that the women will take away their 
practice? All that we wish is that they shall be 
amenable to the laws laid down by the profession, 
and nothing else. I do not think that they are fit 
for practice in all departments of medicine, but we 
must acknowledge them as regular graduates. They 
have the prima facie right to practice as weil as we. 

Dr. Gross—The logic of the gentleman is curious. 
Women are not as competent as we, he says, but 
yet we admit them to a perfect equality with us. 
The women are able to take care of themselves in 
this age of progress. Allow me to say that popular 
opinion is right on this subject, as it has proved to 
be efficient in the case of the opposition to mixed 
clinics at the hospital. It is the sentiment of the 
thinking moral and religious element of this city 
and of the continent. 

Dr. Bell—This substitute of Dr. Parrish is a 
dodge and a side issue. 

Ie continued in the same vein of unalterable op- 
position to the substitute named. 

Professor Green, of Easton, spoke in advocacy of 
the admission of women to all the rights and privi- 
leges enjoyed by men. Women now occupy the 
chairs of professors in Italian colleges. So through- 
out all Europe the medical schools all receive 
women into full rights. The movement is not 
an outgrowth of the Sorosis. I deny the imputa- 
tion 

In regard to the resignation of those gentlemen 
who had consulted women, they ought not to resign. 
An unjust law should not be respected, and others 
will not respect it. The law must be repealed. The 


| society dare not enforce it because public sentiment 


is against it. It dare not expel any one of these gen- 
tlemen. I say it dare not, whatever other gentle- 
men may have said who have spoken here. We 


| only ask that the matter may be left to individual 


settlement. 1 am for the repeal of the old act. If 
you do not give it to us this day, the same gentle- 
men will stand up for the repeal of the law as long 
as they live to be present at the future deliberations 
of this society. 
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Dr. Nebinger said that. the question had been 
substantially settled before. The American Medi- 
cal Association has time and again refused to ac. 
knowledge female colleges as at present constituted, 
I dare any gentleman to gainsay my statement. 
This is not the place to fight this battle. Go to the 
National Medical Association and try your success. 
You have failed there. We are asked to stand by 
the code of ethics. This comes with an ill grace 
from the advocates of women’s colleges. We on 
this side have stood by that code. Listen to the 
words of one of these friends of female medical col- 
leges, “‘I shall do as I choose.” 

Dr. Parrish understood himself as referred to, 
and denied using the words in the sense implied. 

A slight discussion followed, after which Dr. 
Nebinger continued to say that the County Medical 
Society had been on trial yesterday. He had the 
honor to belong to that society. That society had 
the honor of first exciting the attention of the pub- 
lic to that venomed and foul thing, the Woman’s 
College. At that time several physicians of the 
city were contributing their support to that corrupt 
institution by consulting with the faculty and 
alumni of the college. We of the County Medical 
Society have been the best friends of this college. 
At that time one of the faculty was a Homceopath, 
another a vender of quack medicines. In exposing 
these the society rendered the college an invaluable 
service, for which-they deserve a vote of thanks. 
The same appeals made yesterday in behalf of 
suffering humanity have been made every time the 
subject has come up for consideration. 

If women are to be educated and be made doc- 
tors, I for one would offer them every facility to 
fully qualify themselves for the high and important 
duties of the position. Last fall, at the time of the 
mixed discussion, I sent a communication to the 
Press containing the same sentiments and advo- 
cating that they should be admitted to clinical in- 
struction, although not a mized clinical instruction. 


We have opposed the abuses in the Female Col- 
lege before, and it has been effective in weeding 
them out. If we may judge the future from the 
past the time will come when the institution 
will be one which we can receive into all 
the privileges and rights which we now ourselves 
enjoy. 


Medical Soctetses. 





| 
| 


Are the advocates of the college afraid to | 


wait ? They have been defeated in the National | 
| her, W. N. Miller, G. D. Bruce, W. B. Hezlep, W. 


Association, and they came here now imploring 
and appealing to us for succor. 
to the National Association. Let them carry it 


bunal in the Medical profession. It istrue that one 


sociation. 
a member of this society, that he would stick by the 


They dare not go | 
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rules and regulations of the Suciety. In becoming 
recusant to the code of ethics he violated the prom- 
ise which he had made. The American Medical 
Association did not inquire into the fact of the gen- 
tleman’s violation of the code, and in not doing so, 
and in electing the gentleman, they made an egre- 
gious blunder. ‘The speaker then referred in terms 
of praise to the honorable action of Dr. Hartshorne, 
in regard to his connection with the Female Medi- 
cal College and his relation to the National Associ- 
ation. After a few other remarks the speaker 
moved that the entire subject be laid upon the ta- 
ble to await the decision of the National Medical 
Association. 

Dr. Corson, of Montgomery County, said that he 
hoped that the gentleman would not press his mo- 
tion to lay upon the table, as it was the third time in 
different years that this same gentleman had madea 
similar motion, and thus cut off all debate. The 
motion was a cowardly one, and was made because 
they feared to hear from the friends of the measure. 

On motion, the address of Dr. Curwen was, at 
his own request, indefinitely postponed. The paper 
was to have been read at 12 o’clock, but the time 
was overrun in debate. 

The question upon Dr. Nebinger’s motion to lay 
the substitute upon the table was then taken up, 
the yeas and nays resulting as follows: 

Yeas.—A. M. Pollock, T. R. Vankirk, T. W. 
Shaw, W. F. Knox, G. W. Langfitt, R. C. Foulke, 
R, W. Christy, J. Fay, R. Clark, D. M. Weidman, 
J. F. Ross, M. B. Mosser, S. P. Ziegler, J. Lowman, 
J. M. Allen, H. F. McGowan, W. D. Martin, J. R. 
Umberger, H. B. Buehler, D. C. Keller, C. B. 
Bigelow, A. Nebinger, W. M. Welsh, A. G. B. Hin- 
kle, W. L. Knight, G. Hamilton, N. L. Hatfield, 
Nathan Hatfield, J. H. Smaltz, J. G. Stetler, J. 
Aitkin Meigs, T. J. Yarrow, J. R. Wells, J. Bell, 
A. M. Slocum, G. P. Sergeant, P. B. Breinieg, 
Henry Carpenter, L. H. Laidley, N. Packer, J.S, 
Carpenter, J. W. Dongee, W. B. Erdman, S. D. 
Gross, W. Mayburry, W. H. Pancoast, W. B. At- 
kinson, W. M. Wallace, L. Turnbull, H. St. C. Ash, 
J.Cumminskey, D. J. Dunglison, A. Fricke, W. H. 
Bunn, J. D. Ross, J. H. Wenher, Joseph A. Landis, 
C.S. Boker, J. G. Maxwell, S. R. Morris, C.C. V. 
Crawford, A. S. Jordan, A. H. Fish, D. M. Cheston 
—63. 


NaAys.—W. J. Gillmore, J. Semple, T. J. Galla- 


S. Husselton, R. L. Walker, H. T. Coffey, J. C. 


| Maggini, Edward Mills, G. F. Horton, T. S. Mae- 
there and abide by the decision of the highest tri- | 
| Coxe, R. L. Sibbet, W. F. Robinson, T. R. Hall, 
of the faculty of the Female Medical College has | 
been elected President of the National Medical As- | 


That gentleman declared, on becoming | 


pherson, H. Nye, C. Irwin, B. Thompson, T. C. 


W. H. Bradley, J, P. Worrell, W. B. Ulrich, C. A. 
Rahter, W. Varian, T. D. Myers, J. P. McVicker, 
W. L. Atlee, H. Lennox Hodge, William Corson, 
D. Schrack. G. Underwood, Trale Green, J. L. 
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Atlee, F. F. Davis, G, B. H. Swayze, D. McKen- 
nan, J. R. Wilson, W. R. Finley, H. Corson, J. 
Curwen, J, N. Kerlin, Joseph Parrish, J. N. Evans, 
Benjamin Lee, T. F. Oakes, J. S. Crawford, T. 
Lyon, E. Hellyer—49. 

The substitute offered by Dr. Parrish was accord- 
ingly laid on the table. 

Dr. Parrish wished to know if all the permanent 
members had paid their fees. 

He was declared out of order. 

The society then adjourned until 4 o’clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The society assembled again at 4 o’clock. 

A communication was received from the Board 
of Censors, that Dr. John W. Cobb had been re- 
commended for expulsion from that body for un- 
professional conduct in the circulation of handbills 
for a secret nostrum. 

The communication was received and approved. 

The following preamble and resolutions were 
presented by the Secretary, and adopted : 


WHEREAS, At the meeting of the American 
Medical Association, recently held in the city of 
Washington, the following preamble and resolutions 
were unanimously adopted, to wit: 

WHEREAS, Hosjitals in their primary design 
were provided for the sole purpose of the cure and 
relief of the sick and afflicted ; and whereas, medical 
instruction, where it is given in them, has been en- 
grafted thereupon at the instance and by the volun- 
tary agency of the physicians and surgeons, who, at 
the cost of much additional labor and inconvenience, 
have literally devoted to their subject their talents 
and their time; and whereas, furthermore, it is 
through the instrumentality alone of a profession 
which is doing far more for suffering humanity than 
any other class of the community that they are en- 
abled to accomplish the benevolent object of their 
establishment, it is therefore 

Resolved, As the judgment of the American 
Medical Association, that while all that relates to 
the general management of hospitals, the accom- 
modations, board, comforts, etc., etc., of the pa- 
tients, appertains legitimately to the managers of 
those institutions, the subject of medical instruction 
is properly neither within their province nor within 
that of the contributors, but in right and in 
courtesy belongs, with all its accidents, exclusively 
to the medical staff, by which, in the laudable de- 
sire to make such charities tributary to the diffusion 
of professional knowledge, and thus of accomplishing 
the utmost good of which they are capable, it was 
originally begun, and so far as they are concerned, 
has been gratuitously given, the fees to which 
the lecturers are justly entitled having been in many 
instances, if not in all, generously relinquished to 


the hospitals with the view either of founding | 
libraries or extending in some other way their’! 


capacity for usefulness ; also 
Resolved, That it be recommended to the socie- 
ties in connection with this association to take such 
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tion of the association, that this society reaffirms the 
sentiment contained in the above preamble and res- 
olutions, as a just and proper assertion of their rights 
and dignity, independent of the profession. 


The nominations presented in the first day’s ses- 
sion were acted upon by the society, and the gentle- 
men nominated were unanimously elected. 

Dr. Gross was conducted to the President’s chair 
by Drs. Pancoast and Nebinger. 

Upon taking the chair he made a short address of 
thanks, which were loudly applauded. 

Dr. R. L. Sibbet, of New Kingston, by the invi- 
tation of the Society, presented an instrument de- 
signed by himself for the purpose of performing the 
operation craniotomy. 

On motion the doctor was requested to furnish a 
description and drawing of the instrument for pub- 
lication. 

Resolutions of thanks to the retiring officers, the 
various societies and institutions which had enter- 
tained the delegates of the society, to the Faculty of 
the University of Pennsylvania and of Jefferson 
College, and to the societies and individuals to whom . 
the societies were indebted for kindnesses and hos- 
pitalities received during its deliberations, were 
unanimously adopted. 

A resolution extending the thanks of the society 
tothe reporters for the faithful manner in which 
they had performed their duties, was offered. Unan- 
imously adopted. 

Various notices and invitations were received and 
read. 

The society then adjourned to meet in Williams- 
port upon the 7th of June, 1871. 


RECEPTION AND BANQUET. 

The last evening, at the Girard House, the Medical 
profession and invited guests were received by the 
Committee of Arrangements. The fair sex lent 
their graceful presence to the scene, and an excel- 
lent band discoursed some exquisite music. At 10 
o’clock the guests proceeded to the banqueting hall, 
where was set a board covered with all that a gus- 
tatory imagination could picture or a refined taste 
demand. Amidst the clink of knives and forks, 
andthe not unfrequent pop of the cork of the 
champagne bottle, the greatest joviality and good 
| feeling prevailed, and all was as merry as the god 
| Comus himself could desire. The usual toasts were 
| proposed, and humorous speeches made by the 
newly elected president of the society, Dr. Gross, 
and by Rev Dr. Beadle, and others. It was at a late 
| hour that the company finally left the joyful scene, 
| exceedingly delighted at the success of the enter- 
tainment. 





measures as they may deem expedient to promote | 


just views ot the relations which should exist be- 
tween the medical staff and managers of hospitals, 


and of the obligations which they reciprocally in- ; 


Volve; it is therefore 
Resolved, In accordance with the recommenda 


——Dr. Ludwig Gross has been appointed sur- 
| geon-in-chief of all the railroads in Hungary. A 


| good idea. 
‘ 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


She began to menstruate régularly at the age of 14 
years, and has borne six children, the first when 
20, the last when 30 years of. age. All labors were 
Cure of Chronic Gonorrhea, Gleet, and Leu- natural except the last, during which craniotomy 
corrhoea by Ice. , was performed. Shortly after she began to suffer 

Gustav Adolph Abrath, M. D., Medical Officer to | from leucorrhoea, and afterwards to menstruate at 
the Hospital for Foreign Seamen, Sunderland, irregular periods, but six months previous to con- 
| 
| 


PERISCOPE. 





writes to the Medical Times and Gazetté on this | sulting me menstruation had ceased. She suffered 
subject: here is no disease with which the Medi- | much pain periodically. She had the advice of 
cal Practitioner has to deal more troublesome in | several eminent practitioners in Edinburgh and 
their nature or more persistently chronic than in- | Glasgow, and had employed preparations of iron, 
veterate gonorrhea, gleet, and leucorrheea. Al- | injections, escharotics, sea-bathing, etc., but with 
though in the majority of cases they are amenable to | slight benefit. She came to Sunderland to reside in 
treatment, yet instances occasionally occur which | April, 1868, suffering from leucorrhcea, when she 
baffle our therapeutical efforts, however skillfully | consulted me. On an examination by the specu- 
selected and perseveringly continued, until at last | ‘um, I observed that both lips and portio vaginalis 
.the unfortunate patients lose contidence in’ their | of the cervix were very much eroded by ulceration, 
professional advisers and become a ready prey to | Which produced an offensive ichorous discharge con- 
charlatans and quacks. Any additional remedies, | taining blood, Cold water was first injected into 
therefore, which experience, from time to time, may | the vagina, and then ice per vaginam applied to the 


add to those already in use against these affections, | cervix for one hour night and morning, and com-. 


will no doubt be receivad as valuable contributions to | plete cure was effected in five weeks. A nutritious 
eur stock of practical knowledge. Acting under | diet and aperients were also necessary in this case. 
this belief, I now venture to introduce to the notice ; In the course of six weeks afterwards she menstrua- 
of the Profession the efficacy of ice in chronic gonor- | ted, and has since been delivered of a stillborn 


rhea, gleet, and leucorrhora. In my experience it | child. 
has proved most successful. | There are several points connected with leucor- 


rhoea which should be attended to by the practi- 
tioner—namely, the state of bowels and urinary 
organs ; also whether there are tumors, polypi, or 
dislocation of uterus, etc., which are often the 





He gives several cases, and adds that other cases 
of a similar nature were also treated by him in this | 
manner, and all successfully. In all cases, never- 
theless, the general health of the patient should be | 
carefully inquired into, and the presence of any com- | C2USe of leucorrhoea, and some of which are irreme- 
plication ascertained, and then a suitable general | ‘liable as well as malignant diseases. Before the ice 
treatment should be combined with the local. The | 8 introduced into the vagina up to the surface of 
method of applying the icicles should be as follows: | the uterus, a gentle stream of cold water sbould be 
The bladder should be evacuate2, and the urethra | injected, and any adherent discharges removed with 
washed out by the injection of a little cold water. | a sponge. At the os uteri we often find an adherent 

| 


About six icicles should then be introduced in suc- ; Plug of matter, which should be removed, and then 
cession night and morning, each being allowed to | the ice applied. 

melt away. In northern countries icicles might be 
easily manufactured in the form of ice bougies with | 
a central stem which is not fragile. In more tem- 
perate and variable climates ice machines might be 





Hysteria. 

At the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, on 
Tuesday, March 8th, Dr. RoBERT LEE read a paper 
on the causes of hysteria, in which he traced the 
employed to produce them. disease to ovarian irritation. it is usually admitted 

The treatment of leucorrhoea, blennorrhcea, or | that some uterine derangement is present in a great 
fluor albus, is also of primary importance, in conse- | majority of cases of hysteria; but it has been of 
quence of the very stubborn disposition of this affec- | late the fashion to say that hysteria is dependent on 


tion, which may be caused by either vaginal or ute- | many other physical ailments. We don’t remember 
rine catarrh; but, without entering into any patho- | to have seen hysteria in any man, though some 
logical disquisition on the subject, I shall content | writers say they have. We rather think that this 
myself with the details of some important cases suc- | disease is very closely connected with the sexual 
cessfully treated by the application of ice. | system inthe female. Prostitutes and old women 


Case 1.—Mrs. MW’N., aet. 36, a native of Scotland. | are scarcely ever hysterical. 
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a7” Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 


Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 


sa” To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, so as to require little revision. 


We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfully belongs to the profession. " 


The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all responsibility 
for statements made over the names of correspondents. 





POPULAR WORKS THAT EVERY 
PHYSICIAN NEEDS!! 


We issue the following works, which are constantly in- | 


creasing in popularity and circulation : 
: PER ANNUM. 
1. MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER 


(Weekly)...ccccccccccccccccccsccscccccccceces 85 00 
2, HALF-YEARLY COMPENDIUM OF 

MEDICAL SCIENCE...........+-eeeee00- 3 00 
3. PHYSICIAN’S DAILY POCKET RE- 

CORD, Visiting List, etc., for 35 Patients 

POP WOOK. ..ccccccccccccccs coscccccccescccccs 1 50 


‘7 THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE!! 


VotumE 23d of the MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
REPORTER begins with the first issue of July 1870. 

Those designing to subscribe from that date should send 
in their names immediately as a guide to the size of the edi- 
tion. 


8a” Although we made a liberal allowance for new 
Subscribers from the 1st of January last, our stock of 
some numbers was exhausted before April, and many 
were unable to obtain complete files from the commence- 


ment of the volumes. Hence the necessity of an early notifi- | 


cation from new subscribers. 


82 Only a few complete sets can still be supplied— | 


Vols. 1 to 22, inclusive. 


NEW ANNUAL OR SEMI-ANNUAL SUBSCRIP- | 
TIONS will date from July 1st, but until that time the | 
REPORTER will be sent from date of reception of subscrip- | 


tion. 
COMMUTATIONS. 


i@ These terms are only offered where payment is 
made directly to us, and for a year, strictly in advance. 
We cannot furnish subscribers at these low rates through 
Agents or the Trade : 


REPORTER AND COMPENDIUM, 1year...... 87 00 
" AND POCKET RECORD,“ ...... 6 00 

4 COMPENDIUM, & POCKET 
RECORD... ...ccccccecccscccccces 8 00 


BF” We offer liberal inducements to those who interest 
hemselves in procuring new Subscribers. 
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BEAUTIFIERS. 


It is simply enough to make the hair stand 
on end, if it don’t make the hair grow, to 
learn what dangerous substances are vended 
for tonics, washes, color-restorers, etc., for 
that portion of the economy. The Journal of 
Applied Chemistry, in a late issue, says that 
not less than sixteen popular hair tonics, 
washes, arfd restoratives were examined re- 
cently, only one of which was free from lead 
—a majority contained this metal as an es- 
sential constituent—some of them having as 
much as 16 grains of lead to the fluid ounce. 
The lotions and washes for the complexion 
were nearly all free from injurious metals, and 
the probability is that the purchaser pays 


| dearly for some dirty water with which to 


improve his skin. Pure water would be bet- 
ter and at the same time cheaper. The ena- 
mels for the skin consist of white powders 
suspended in clear liquids. On standing, the 
powders subside, but agitation quickly incor- 
porates them with the liquids again. The 
white powder is generally carbonate of lead; 
in some instances carbonate of lime and zinc 


|are employed. It would thus appear that 


houses and faces are painted with the same 
material; houses may endure, but complex- 
ions are ultimately ruined by such treatment. 
White powders for the skin were found to con- 
sist of carbonate of lime or French chalk, 
and are injurious in closing the pores of the 
skin and preventing prespiration. 

The following analyses are from the Report 
of Prof. C. F. Chandler, Ph. D. Chemist of 
the Metropolitan Board of Health, of New 
York. This report, which presents the results 





| 

ae , , 

| grains of lead, etc., in one fluid ounce. 
1g 

| 

} 


of the examination of a few of the articles in 
general use, was printed in fullin the Chemi- 
cal News, (Am. reprint) for May. We present 
the following list of dangerous preparations, 
preparations. which gives the number of 


I. HAIR TONICS, WASHES AND RESTORATIVES. 
Grains of Lead in one fluid ounce. 

| 1. Clark’s Distilled Restorative for the Hair, 
HO.ML: 2. Chevalier’s Life for the Hair, 1.02; 
3. Circassian Hair Rejuvenator, 2.71 ; 4. Ayre’s 
Hair Vigor, 2.89; 5. Prof. Wood’s Hair Re- 
storative, 3.08; 6. Dr. J. J. O’Brien’s Hair 
| Restorer America, 3.28 ; 7. Gray’s Celebrated 
| Hair Restorative, 3.39; 8. Phalon’s Vitalia, 
Ring’s Vegetable Ambrosia, 5.00 
| 10. Mrs. 8. A. Allen’s World’s Hair Restorer, 
5.57: 1L. L. Knittel’s Indian Hair Tonique, 
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6.29; 12. Hall’s Vegetable Sicillian Hair Re- 
newer, 7.13; 13. Dr. Tebbet’s Physiological 
Hair Regenerator, 7.44; 14. Martha Wash- 
ngton Hair restorative, 9.80; 15 Singer’s 
Hair Restorative, 16.39. 
11. LOTIONS OR WASHES FOR THE COMPLEXION 
Perry’s Moth and Freckle Lotion. 
Mercury in solution, 2.67 graine; Zinc in 
solution, 0.99 grains, equivalent to Corosive 
Sublimate, 3.61 grains ; sulphate of Zinc, 4.25. 
The sediment contains murcury, lead and 
bismuth. 
III. ENAMELS FOR THE SKIN, 


Grains of lead in one fluid ounce after shaking 
Eugenie’s Favorite, 108.94 grains ; Phalon’s 

Snow-white Enamel, 146.28 grains; Phalon’s 

Snow-white Oriental Cream, 190.99. 

The conclusions to which Professor Chand- 
ler arrives are the following: 

1. The Harr Tonics, WAsHEs, and RE- 
STORATIVES contain lead in considerable 
quantities ; that they owe their action to this 
metal, and that they are consequently highly 
dangerous to the health of persons using them. 

2. With a single exception, Perry’s Moth 
and Freckle Lotion, the Lotions for the skin 
are free from lead and other injurious metals. 

3. That the Enamels are composed of eith- 
er carbonate of lime, oxide of zinc, or carbon- 
ate of lead suspended in water. The first two 
classes of enamels are comparatively harmless, 
as harmless as any other white dirt when plas- 
tered over the skin to close the pores and pre- 
vent its healthy action. On the other hand, 
the enamels composed of carbonate of lead 
are highly dangerous, and their use is very 
certain to produce disastrous results to those 
who patronize them. 

4. The white powers for the skin are harm- 
less, except in so far as their application may 
interfere with the healthy action of the skin. 





Notes and Comments. 


The Cholera. 

It is reported that cholera is raging fearfully in 
some portions of India. Dr. Ward, the scientific 
editor of the Independent, says: The cholera is 
raging in Delhi and the Punjaub. In the District 
of Now Gong, Assam, there were 8,000 deaths last 
year, and an immense number of buffaloes, cows, 
and goats fell by the same disease. Mrs. Scott, 
Baptist Missionary there, says that “ even the fowls 
and birds fell a prey to it. I have seen the little 


Notes and Comments. 
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house robins attacked while hopping about on the 
veranda, and in less than two hours they would be 
dead. The disease is the same with them as with 
human beings, except that it is more speedy in its 
action.” The natives are very superstitious about 
it, and will not mention its name; but say, “ the 
great one among diseases has carried off such a 
one.” 
sinless 
The Cause of Left-handedness. 

We find the following item in the Independent: 
It would be well worth while for our anatomists to 
record their observations on this point. ‘The cause 
of right and left-handedness is generally anatomical. 
Prof. Hyrtl says that in two cases out of 100 the left 
subclavian artery has its origin before the right, and 
in these cases complete left-handedness exists. The 
blood is ordinarily sent with more force, according 
to Prof. Hyrtl, through the right than through the 
left subclavian artery, thus nourishing the muscles 
of the right arm more fully. In the rare cases 
where the internal organs are transposed, the heart 
being on the right side, there is also left-handedness. 


The Evils of Intemperance. 

Some one who has been investigating the subject 
says; 

There is a sufficient quantity of fermented and 
distilled liquor used in the United States in one year 
to fill a canal four feet deep, fourteen feet wide, and 
one hundred and twenty miles in length. If the 
victims of the rum traffic were there also we should 
see a suicide at every mile, and one thousand 
funerals a day. If the drunkards of America could 
be placed in a grand procession, five abreast, what 
an army of victims! 

If the above statements are true, and we do not 
tbink they are far from true—is it not the duty of 
every true physician to exert himself to the utmost 
to oppose, in every practical way, the social use of 
intoxicating drinks, for there is just where the evil 
commences. 

Hair Tonics. 
The Journal of Applied Chemistry recommends 


i the following for a good hair oil: Pure, fresh castor 


oil, 2 0z.; cologne spirit (95 per cent.), 16 0z. The 
oil is freely dissolved in the spirit, and the solution 
is clear and beautiful. A very cheap and very good 
dressing is make by dissolving four ounces of pure, 
dense glycerine in twelve ounces of rose water. 

Morfits Hair Dye.—Scald black tea, two ounces, 
in one gallon of boilng water ; strain, and add three 
ounces of glycerine , tincture of Spanish flies, half 
an ounce, and bay rum, one quart; digest the mix- 
ture for two or three days and perfume with essence 
of rose or bergamont, or any other favorite essence 
to suit the taste. 





June 25, 1870, | 


Correspondence. 


—— 


DOMESTIC. 


ssociation. 
Epirors Mep ¢& Sur. REPORTER: 

In noticing the proceedings of the twenty-first 
annual session of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, you indulge, insome comments, in relation to 
the election of its President, which, for the sake of 
common justice, need a correction, 

I, in common with many medical friends, was 


The Syestaomey:’ of the American Medical 


not a little surprised upon reading your version of | 


the action of the Association in the REPORTER of 
the 14th ult. Youremark, “It will be observed that 
in electing Dr. STILL, who is one of the Consult- 


ing Board of the Women’s Hospital of this city, the | 


Association administered a withering rebuke to the 
Philadelphia County Medical Society.” * * * 
“This was done, too, in face of its refusal to 
receive Dr. HARTSHORNE as a delegate.” 

I have often heard people speak about placing the 
cart before the horse, and this extraordinary state- 
ment of yours is no exception. I am sure nothing 
can be more remote from the truth than your inter- 
pretation of the motive of the Association. 

To have elected Dr. Stillé, President, because he 
holds a position in. the Women’s Hospital, and to 
have refused Drs, Hartshorne and Thomas seats 
because they represented the Women’s Medical Col- 
lege and the Women’s Hospital, would seem—even 
to an unsophistocated mind—like stultification. The 
truth is, that Dr. Stillé’s position at the Women’s 
Hospital had nothing to do with his election as 
President of the Association, as the “ woman ques- 
tion” was not then as yet agitated. The agitation 
of this question would have done anything but en- 
hance the prospects of the election of Dr. Stillé. 

Nor is it correct that Dr. S. was elected “in face 
of its refusal to receive Dr. Hartshorne as a dele- 
gate,” for the latter had not as yet manifested him- 
self at this stage of the proceedings. 


The laying on the table of a resolution, offered 
by Dr. Hartshorne, to so amend the Constitution as 
not to exclude women from membership of the As - 
sociation, confirms my view of the animus of the As- 
sociation. I assert, without fear of contradiction, 
that not one out of every 25 regular physicians be- 
yond our city limits is aware that there is such an 
institution in our city as the Women’s Hospital, 
and not one out of every 100 of these same physi- 
cians was, or is aware, that Dr. Stillé occupies a po- 
sition in the Women’s Hospital. It is even to be 
doubted whether a majority of the regular phys- 
icians of our city are cognizant of the fact that Dr. 
S. graces said function at the Women’s Hospital. 


* .€ orrespondence. 
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Therefore, instead of exulting over the election of 
Dr. S. as a whithering rebuke to the Philadelphia 
County Medical Society, it (his election) ought to 
be attributed rather to the generosity and forbear- 
ance of those who represent the majority of this 
Society. 

Had an issue been made, the resalt would, 
doubtless, have been the same as in the case of Dr. 
Hartshorne, another equally eminent Philadelphian. 

The foregoing is an unvarnished statement of the 
facts, and hence I ask its insertion in the REPORTER. 

FAIR PLAY. 





News AND MiIscELLANY. 


New York Ophthalmic and Aural Institute. 


The first annual meeting of the Beard of Trustees 
of the New York Ophthalmic and Aural Institute © 
was held at the institution, No. 46 East Twelfth 


| street, recently, Frederick S. Winston, President, 


presiding. Among those present were Nelson J. 
Waterbury, Dr. Sands, Dr. Post, Dr. Buck, and Dr. 
Kammerer. An inspection of the Institute dis- 
closed the fact that there are now 17 patients under 
the caie of Dr. Knapp, the head of the medical 
staff for diseases of the eye. During the year there 
have been 1,828 patients treated in the Dispensary, 
of which 1,387 were for eye diseases, and 441 for 
ear diseases. The number of private patients was 
55, from which a reyenue of $2,556.50 was derived ; 
the number of charity patients 88, by whom the 
sum of $1,637.11 was paid. Courses of medical 
instruction have been given to medical students 
and practicing physicians in the States and Canada 
—-the instructions consisting of courses of Physio- 
logical Diagnosis of Eye and Ear Diseases; a com- 
didactic and demonstrative course of opthalmology 
and otology and a clinical course. The expenses 
of the Institute during the past year were $11,191. 
54; the receipts $4,381. During the last session of 
the Legislature the Committee, on application for 
the State and City Charities, appropriated $1,000, 
and the city of New York has also appropr ated 
$1,000 in aid of the Instituts. The following offi- 
cers were elected for the ensuing year. 

Frederick S. Winston, Pres.; Dr. Gurdon Buck 
Vice-President ; Eugene S. Ballin, Treasurer; Phi- 
lip Bissinger, Secretary. Board of Trustees—H. 
Knapp, M. D., Joseph Kammerer, M. D., Gurdon 
Buck, M. D., Johannes Roesing, Alfred C. Post, M. 
D., Henry B. Sands, M. D., Gustav Schwab, P. Ot- 
tendorfer, Fred’k 8S. Winston, R. McCartee, Eugene 
S. Ballm, Cyrus H. Loutrel, Jared Linsly, M. D., 
Simon Rindskopf, Charles J. Joy, Nelson J, Water- 
bury, James Bowen, John T. Meteafe, B. Roelke, 
William T. Blodgett, Philip Bissinger. Medical 
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Officers—Dr. H. Knapp, Surgeon in Charge; Dr. | QUERIES AND REPLIES. 
Jos. Aub, Assistant and Resident Surgeon; Dr. ase 
Thos. Pooley, Assistant Surgeon ; Dr. E. Gruening, | Pimples. 


Clinical Assistant. 





Munificent Bequest. 

Ata recent meeting of the New York county 
Medical Society, Dr. Joun H. Griscom delivered 
the following address : 

It is with great pleasure that I have recently 
learned of the extraordinary generosity for the 
benefit of a hospital in this city, manifested by a 
foreigner who has never been present here. I refer 





to a gift of $68,000 for the German hospital in 77th | 
street, which sum was sent to the trustees thereof | 
by a young German nobleman, viz: Baron Frede- | 


rich Von Diergardt, a resident of the City of Bonn, in 
Prussia. This very happy manifestation of a foreign- 
er’s liberality was unaccompanied by any restric- 
tions. He suggested that no distinction should be 
made as to the nationality or religion of the indi- 
viduals received in the Hospital, and that bibles 
should be furnished them in German, French and 
English languages. 

Such a demonstration of the liberaiity and pro- 


MeEssze. Epitors—Dear Sir: Could you inform me of 


aremedy what to do in order to remove these pimples 
which break out on the face, and are generally about the 
size of the head of a pin, and are very troublesome on ac- 
count of their festering up and having to be opened. 

Mo. W. K. 

REPLY.—Washes of alum and borax, a weak glycerina- 
ted solution of corrosiye sublimate, and of tannic acid, 
have been found valuable in some cases. Often this erup- 
tion is connected with changes in the reproductive organs. 

Dr. A. D. B., of Texas.—(1) A pair of rubber gloves with- 
out gaunlets cost $2.00; with gauntlets, $2.75. (2) We 
know of no treatment of leucocythemia which is of any 
value; nor do we know of any that have been cured. 


~~ 





OBITUARY. 

Rives—On Friday, June 3d, Doctor Landon C. Rives, 
of Cincinnati, in the 80th year of his age. 

Dr. LANDON C. RIVEs was an eminent man in his pro- 
fession, and belonged to a family conspicuous in the past 
history of the country. He had attained the ripe age of 
eighty years—forty of which he had spent in Cincinnati. 
He was a Virginian by birth, and a brother of Hon. Wm. 
C. Rives, who was for a number of years Senator from 
Virginia, and subsequently Minister to France under 


| Jackson’s Administration. He was a leading physician 


foundly good spirit of a human being who has never | 


visited this country, yet feeling that the inhabitants 
of this land require consideration and professional 
care for the safety of their health and lives, as they 
do also in all other nations by the medical profession 
thereof, it is very important that the profession of 
this city, whose service has been so very kindly and 
genérously appreciated by him, should demonstrate 
to this noble fellow-creature their very high appreci- 
ation of his remarkable nobility. I, therefore, pro- 
pose that our appreciation of this great liberality be 
manifested by this branch of our professson, by the 
passage of a resolution, signed by the president and 
secretary, and transmitted to the noble gentleman, 

Resolved, That the earnest appreciation, and the 
cordial thanks of the New York County Medical 
Society, are hereby tendered to Baron Frederick Von 
Diergardt for his very liberal donation for the assis- 
tance and encouragement of the institution entitled 
the German Hospital of the City of New York, 





Hypodermic Use of Chloral Hydrate. 
Several writers in the British Medical Journal, 
of late issues, report adversely to the use of this 
Lyputic, when administered subcutaneously, on 
acecount of the irritation it causes, and the local 
swelling and pain. 





—tThe latest development of female medicine 
is made by a colored lady practitioner in Florida, 
who prescribes as a specific for rheumatism a pine 
knot over which a cart-wheel has passed, grated 
and taken in decoction. 


cartilage. 


Perhaps it invigorates the 





up to 1857, when he retired; and for several years was a 
distinguished professor in two of the leading schools of 
the West. He had four children—two sons and two daugh- 
ters. Of these Dr. Ewd. C. Rives and Mrs. Rufus King, 
of this city, still survive him. He was esteemed and re- 
spected wherever known, and now that he is gone, his pure 
life and good deeds will embalm him in the memory of 
thousands. A meeting of prominent physicians was called 
and resolutions adopted in respect to his memory. He 
was buried in St. Paul’s Episcopal church. 





MARRIED. 


SMITH—STEWARD. June 8th, at the residence of the 
bride’s parents, Inwood, N. Y., by Rev. Geo. M. McEck- 
ron, assisted by Rev. Dr. John Hall, J. Walter Smith, 
M. D., and Maggie Hall, daughter of John Stewart, 
esq., both of New York. 


Drean—SmitTH. In Albany, N.Y., June 6th, by Rev. 
John Peddie, Noah 8S. Dean, M. D., of Albany, and Miss 
—. A. Smith, of South Rutland, Jefferson county, 

New York. 


JENNINGS—MCABOY, May 26th, at Tryon Farm, Polk 
county, North Carolina, by Rev. Leland R. McAboy, S. 
Dettmar Jennings, M. D., of Allegheny county, Pa., and 
Juliette E., third daughter of the officiating minister. 


Levy—Harrar. In this city, June 8th, by Rev. Edgar 
M. Levy, Louis Levy, M. D., of Seneca, Kansas, and 
Louisa M., daughter of John Harrar, of this city. 


MACOMBER—COLLERD. June7th, at the residence of 
the bride’s parents, Prospect Home, Bergen county, N.J:, 
by Rev. F. B. Romeyne, D. D., Dr. H. K. Macomber, of 
Boston, and Miss Amelia M., eldest daughter of Abram 
Collerd, esq. 

RamMsa¥Y—SoLtomons. April 20th, in Beaufort district, 
South Carolina, at the residence of the bride’s father, by 
Rev. L. C. Layal, Dr. G. R. Ramsay, of Randolph county, 
Ga., and Miss Hettie A., daughter of John G. Solomons. 





DIED. 


Horxins—In Auburndale, May 17th, Mrs. Sarah K. 
Hopkins, wife of Dr. E. B. Hopkins, daughter of Mrs. 
Mary A. Glover, of South Boston. 
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